
Environmental Commission Meetinq Minutes - October 18. 2021

Present: Rich Rodack, Miriam Reichenbach, Eric Agren, Ed Komczyk, Marilyn Quinn
Alternates: Ken Miller

WD Twp Representative: Adam Reid

Student Representative: Jake Cobb

Public - Ms. Dee Mandel

Guests: Mr. Karl Anderson, Gloucester County Nature Club

Callto Order: Miriam Reichenbach called the meeting to order at 7:01 P.M.

Secnetarv'e Reoort - Auouat llleetino Minutes - Rich made a motion to review the draft September meeting
minutes and Ken seconded it. The motion passed with no objections. After review of the draft minutes, two
changes were noted. Miriam made a motion to accept the minutes as amended and Ed seconded it. The motion
passed with no objections.

WDEC meeting attendance - as a point of order Ed suggested a review of historical meeting attendance . Action
Item - Rich to send historical meeting attendance for 2021 to Adam for review.

Secrutarv'e Reoort - GorreeoondeFce rocelved - Rich noted the correspondence received regarding the
proposed Crown Point Road warehouse project. ln addition, he mentioned a permit application that was made by
a private citizen to the NJDEP regarding the reconstruction of a damaged home located at 35 First Avenue, West
Deptford. The abovementioned correspondence was circulated to the group for review during the meeting and
there was no further discussion.

Discussion of Nature Trail Signs - Mr. Karl Anderson - Miriam and Ed introduced Karl and thanked him for helping
the WDEC with the nature trail tree identification and signage. Karl advised that he walked the nature trail several
times and made a proposal to move some signs, correct some signs and add some new signs. He provided the
WDEC with his proposed suggestions and wording for the new signs. After discussion a motion was made by Ed
to move and correct signs as Karl proposed. The motion was seconded by Marilyn. The motion passed with no
objections. Two action items followed. First. Ed is to work with Bill Gigliotti and Karl to move and correct sionaqe.
as necessary. Second - WDEC Members to review lGrl's orooosed wordino for new sions prior to the ourchase
of new siqns.

Old Business
Township Liaison Report: Adam Reid reported on the following items:

Strawbenv Vale Wildflower olanting - Adam reported that the proposed planting area was tilled and wildflower
seed was planted on October 18.

Possible Butterfly Garden at Riveroate Park - Adam reported that the project has moved to the design phase and
bid package preparation. The plan includes trails and a pollinator garden along with other features.

Progression.of other oroiects. disc golf. oark uogrades. etc. - Adam reported that the disc golf has moved to the
design phase and bid package preparation. He also estimated a cost of approximately $2,600-$2,800 per hole,
but asked that WDEC hold off on any decisions for financial sponsorship of a hole until project costs are finalized.



Park uoqrades - Adam reported the park upgrades are continuing and have been delayed a bit because of a lack
of shredded rubber mat materials due to a fire at the supplier's facility.

Student Repreeentative Report - Jake reported that he spoke to a teacher regarding organizing volunteers from
the high school for cleanup days. The teacher thought it was a good idea and asked Jake to lead the effort. Jake
agreed to do so and thought the high school area may be a good place to start.

Chairperson's Report: Miriam reported on the following items:

Chairperson's Report: Miriam reported that the option for a Zoom meeting would not be available to the WDEC for
the November meeting. Unless circumstances change dramatically in the next month, it should not be an issue
because the committee is planning to meet in-person.

New Business:
Communication with Residents: Nothing new to report.

LNG Project Uodate - Marilyn and Rich had nothing new to report.

Solvay update - Marilyn mentioned the release of the Panama Papers and the inclusion of Solvay in the released
information.

Grant Apolications: Nothing new to report

Planninq Board - Eric reported that the planning board's next meeting may be next week but he is not certain a
quorum will be available for the meeting. lf no quorum is expected, the meeting will take place in November.
Eric reported that the Coim project was approved at the last planning board meeting. Eric also discussed the
proposed 157,500 square foot warehouse project at Crown Point Road and Jobstown Road. Eric said that the
township professionals have been reviewing the submittal and it looked like one variance may be needed, but the
need for the variance was still open for discussion by the township professionals and planning board. He also had
project materials for review at the meeting. Ken provided draft comments regarding the project to Miriam for
consideration by the WDEC.

WDEC raised concerns regarding new traffic from the warehouse and the potential conflict with school bus traffic
in the area. Action ltem - Adam and Eric aoreed to take this concern back to the olanning board for further
discussion . There was also further discussion about the upgrades needed for Jobstown road and who would be
responsible for them. Eric said that the planning board would be discussing the matter.

Ed raised a general concern regarding the amount of development going on in the township and wondered
whether the WDEC should take a formal position regarding the preservation of the Township's remaining open
space. Action ltem - After discussion. Adam said he would go back and look at ooen soace oreservation efforts in
the township. ln addition. he would also look at the ERI and see how it fits into the Townshio's master olan
uodatino orocess and reoort back to the WDEC.

Financial Report: Eric emailed the financial reports to WDEC and reported balances ol $3,720.74 for the
general fund and $15,906.74 for the trust fund.

Public Comment: Ms. Mandel had no comments or questions for the committee.

For the Good of the Order: Marilyn talked about a new antibiotic treatment for Lyme's disease. Adam talked
about West Deptford's upcoming Spookypalooza event.

Adiourn: A motion was made by Ken to adjourn and it was seconded by Rich. Miriam adjourned the meeting at
8:45 P.M. with no objections.

Dates to Remember November 1sth EC in-person meeting, 7:00 P.M.

zZ:,%,,/ru/z
Signed and submitted by Richard Rodack, WDEC Secretary


